Franklin Regional School District

Middle School

4660 Old William Penn Highway

Murrysville, Pennsylvania  15668

Phone (724) 327-5456

Fax (724) 733-0949

Memorandum

Date:      4/1/11
To:          Franklin Regional MS Castle House Parents

From:     Christopher Cooley, 7th Grade Math Teacher

RE:
     Service Based Project to Support Westmoreland County Tornado Victims
Dear Castle House Parents,

Hello!  Franklin Regional Middle School has been participating in an anti-bullying campaign for the past two years.  The students have been trained through discussion, role-play, and lecture how to avoid bullying.  To further reinforce these anti-bullying skills, the students of Castle House will be participating in a service based project to help the families of the tornado in Westmoreland County and the earthquake, tsunami, and radiation poisoning disasters in Japan. National studies show the importance of students participating in service based projects to build the empathy needed to make the concepts of the anti-bullying campaign meaningful to students so they do participate in bullying related activities.

Therefore, the Castle House will be participating in a service based program both here at the middle school and at the Westmoreland County Salvation Army Headquarters in Greensburg, PA.  On Thursday, April 7th and Friday, April 8th, the Castle House will be taking 25 students each day to offer their time and talent to volunteer at the Salvation Army Headquarters.  These 50 students (25 students each day) were selected by lottery after they stated they wanted to help volunteer to help the families affected by the tornado in Westmoreland County last week.  Castle House teachers tried to work with the Salvation Army to have the students go to actual homes that were damaged or destroyed to help families try to put their lives back together, but due to safety reasons, we could not find a site that met our needs.  Therefore, we will take the students to the Salvation Army headquarters to do the following:
· Serve meals to the families staying in the shelter who were affected by the tornado
· Stock the food pantry with the food that students donated from our food drive and help stock any other food that has been donated
· Sort and organize the clothes that students donated and any other clothes that have been donated
· Prepare Easter baskets for the children of the families affected by the tornado
The students who will stay back at the middle school, while 25 of their classmates go to the Salvation Army, will work on a service project to benefit the families of the earthquake, tsunami, and radiation poisoning disasters in Japan.  These students will learn about the affects of the tsunami and radiation poisoning and make a craft that hopefully can be shipped to the families of Japan that has sentimental meaning to the people of Japan, origami paper cranes.  
(see other side)

As stated earlier, we will be conducting a quick food drive and clothing drive for these families.  Please consider donating any of the items listed below by having your child bring them to school and we will take them with us when we go to the Salvation Army. If you wish to make a monetary donation, please make checks out to the Salvation Army.   
· Water bottles
· Any non-perishable foods in can or box
· Hygiene products such as soap, body wash, wash clothes, shampoo, etc.
· Pots/pans and cooking utensils 
· Coffee making machines
· Any gently worn clothing from children size to adult size
· Prom dresses (Prom season is right upon us and some families will not be able to afford dress)
Please help the Castle House teachers by supporting your children while they assist  the families of the tornado in Westmoreland County and the disaster in Japan.

Sincerely,

Castle House Teachers
